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Summit County Progres-
sive Democrats PAC     
is a grass roots organi-
zation of dedicated peo-
ple committed to social 
justice on the local, 
state, national, and inter-
national levels. We sup-
port efforts that better 
the lives of all citizens by 
working to promote hu-
man rights, equal eco-
nomic opportunity, re-
sponsive government, a 
safe, sustainable envi-
ronment, and a society 
built on compassion.  
Our goal is to expand 
grass roots participation 
in the political process 
and to return the federal 
government to the will of 
the people.  SCPD PAC 
works to support pro-
gressive candidates 
through grassroots activ-
i sm, contr ibu t ions, 
coaching candidates, 
f o r u m s  a n d 
events and the produc-
tion of literature and 
sample ballots to edu-
cate the electorate. If 
you are interested in 
SCPD PAC, contact             
Ingr id  Kunste l  a t           
ikunstel@neo.rr.com.   
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In this issue: 

By Denise Woods 

Mary Louise McMahon found her political 
passions through her family, her love of peo-
ple, and her enormous energies. She re-
members her parents and grandparents dis-
cussing politics around the family dinner 
table, which in her grandparents’ house sat 
under a portrait of Franklin Roosevelt. Her 
mother taught Mary Louise that, in our relig-
ion and our politics, we should all be about 
helping people. And through her Jesuit col-
lege education, Mary Louise became a con-
firmed liberal.  

To Mary Louise, 
"liberal" means 
delighting in di-
versity, caring for 
and working for 
the common 
peop le,  and 
thinking intelli-
gently. She says, 
"I wonder some-
times, are we 

liberal, or are we just intelligent?" Her moti-
vations are peace, being productive, and 
caring for those less fortunate, especially 
children. And Mary Louise lives up to her 
ideals. She became a Licensed Independent 
Social Worker in 1980, works as a therapist, 
volunteers in the West Side Neighbors in 
Akron, is active in the Social Justice group 

at her Catholic church, and celebrates diver-
sity in an informal women’s interfaith discus-
sion group. 

Mary Louise often channels her considerable 
energies into politics. She was active in anti-
Viet Nam war efforts and worked in the Gary 
Hart Campaign. For a while, she says, she 
went quiet. But in 2000, she was prompted 
to action by George Bush, who had 
"wrecked everything he’d ever done," and 
then, after the horrific events of September 
11, 2001, advised us to "go shopping." Like 
many of us, she worked for Kerry in 2004. 

In 2005, she helped us become the Summit 
County Progressive Democrats PAC, and 
says: "This group is my passion!" She loves 
best "working with other people in common 
cause to make the world better and to help 
people." She says, "We have a great bunch 
of people!" She serves on our Leadership 
Development Committee and our Fundrais-
ing Committee. She especially values SCPD 
PAC’s involvement in local and state politics. 
Her advice is to "Get in the trenches, get 
your hands dirty, and keep moving!"  

At present, Mary Louise’s primary concerns 
are preserving our Constitution and getting 
Barack Obama elected president. Watching 

(Continued on page 2) 
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SCPD PAC State Legislative contact representatives recently 
met with several state representatives for a very productive 
“face-to-face.”  Elected officials who sat down with us were: 
Ohio Senator Tom Sawyer from the 28th District, State Rep-
resentative Brian Williams from the 41st District, State Repre-
sentative Vernon Sykes from the 44th District and State Rep-
resentative Stephen Dyer from the 43rd District. 

We talked about their races and what assistance they 
needed from SCPD PAC. Both Steve Dyer and Brian Wil-
liams have races that will require assistance.  For Steve it will 
be making phone calls to people for permission to place yard 
signs, labeling and stuffing absentee voter envelopes for his 
literature to be sent as soon as he gets the lists. He is also 
getting out to help Mike Moran and Celeste DeHoff win their 
seats to the Ohio House so that we can gain the majority in 
the House.  He will keep us updated on ways that we can 
help with this for Celeste.   

For Brian, we have been doing visibility in parades and will 
supply people for a TV ad shoot that is happening this Friday, 
which will also be done for Mike Moran.  He has a fundraiser 
coming up that he would like people to attend.  He needs 
suggestions for sign locations and help with sending out lit-
erature to people who have asked for absentee ballots. 

 

Vernon Sykes is having a fundraiser.  The proceeds 
will go to the Ohio Democratic Caucus with emphasis 
on using those funds first for Summit County Races.  
He is looking for people to attend and people to do-
nate door prizes for the event.  He is also asking for 
voter registration help in his district along with encour-
aging voter turnout.  Tom Sawyer is willing to help any 
of the other legislators with their events.  He has al-
ways won in their districts so he could be a real asset.  
All of them thought that letters to the editor to stress 
the positive things that they have accomplished would 
be helpful. 

We also talked about what legislative priorities will be 
if we win the majority in the House.  Education imple-
mentation and School Funding will be at the top of the 
list.  It was the consensus that the ideas for bills and 
budget amendments from Democrats will become 
priorities and the leverage in the Senate will change.  
There have also been a large number of Democratic 
bills that have been bottled up that will start moving 
with the House majority. 

Everyone in attendance agreed that this was a pro-
ductive session.  The legislators asked that we meet 
again in January. 

him speak at the 2004 Democratic Convention, she saw an 
inspirational leader of vision and wanted him as her presi-
dent. After working for his campaign in Ohio, she and her 
husband, Bill McMahon, also an active SCPD PAC member, 
followed his campaign to Pennsylvania where she helped 
organize volunteer activities.  

(Patriot of the Month—continued from page 1) 
Mary Louise’s favorite campaign activities are getting 
volunteers involved, schmoozing for visibility, being a 
go-fer, meeting the candidates, and writing letters in 
response to SCPD PAC Lobby Alerts.  SCPD PAC is 
extremely fortunate to call her one of our own. 

��
��	�	�����
���
�����
��
��	
���
��	�	�����
���
�����
��
��	
���
��	�	�����
���
�����
��
��	
���
��	�	�����
���
�����
��
��	
�� ���

Not many of us can go to the 
Democratic National Conven-
tion, but we will have the op-
portunity to attend the Summit 
County “Realizing the Dream” 
Convention that will be held at 
St. Joseph’s Family Center on 
Thursday, August 28 from 
7:30 pm to 12:00 am. 

This will be a chance to ex-
perience the excitement of the convention, see and hear 
Barack Obama make his acceptance speech on 9’x12’ 
screens, hear Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech, meet and talk to local and state politicians, share in 

family fun and food and, most importantly, be part of 
history in the making!! 

Tickets are free and are available from the Obama for 
President campaign headquarters in Akron (3 
Merriman Road) or Barberton (168 Second Street), or 
the Summit County Democratic Headquarters at 438 
Grant Street, Akron.  They will be available through 
August 23.  For more information, call 330-525-5720 
or 330-464-1311. 

We would like to see SCPD PAC well represented, so 
please plan to attend this event.  It is guaranteed to 
be a historic, interesting, and lively celebration! 
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On July 20, the 
Summit County 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Party held their 
9 t h  Annual 
Franklin De-
lano Roosevelt 
Dinner at To-
daro’s Party 
Center.  SCPD 
PAC had a 

table and over 20 members attended the gala.  State 
Treasurer and Candidate for Attorney General, Richard 
Cordray, Congressman Tim Ryan and Congresswoman 
Betty Sutton spoke to the crowd of about 350 people with 

our own Tamela Lee Mulaiki making a creative introduc-
tion for Betty Sutton. 

All of our members had a good time socializing and en-
joyed seeing our ad in the program.  However, the high-
lights of the evening were the awards presentations.  Our 
Vice President and President of Stonewall Democrats of 
Summit County, Sandra Kurt, received the Chair’s Distin-
guished Service Award for her dedication to the Democ-
ratic Party and its principles.  The words ‘surprised’ and 
‘delighted’ do not begin to express the reaction that San-
dra had.  No one deserves this award more than she.  
Congratulations on a job well done Sandra! 
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We didn’t want to give up when that guy in the White 
House won re-election in 2004.  We were determined to 
take back our country and get good people elected at all 
levels of government.  So we formed SCPD PAC.  The 
compelling notion that united us was that we would be an 
activist, grass-roots organization that would help candi-
dates and tackle important 
issues.  So campaign time is 
our time. 

Through mid-August, 51 
SCPD PAC members have 
performed 218 VUs.  A Volun-
teer Unit is one person doing 
one campaign event for a can-
didate.  Our VUs have in-
cluded participation in cam-
paign strategy planning for 
candidates, phone banking, 
canvassing door-to-door, do-
ing lit drops, stuffing envelopes 
and marching in parades.  We 
would like to provide at least 600 
VUs this election. 

During the summer many candidates have focused on 
the parades in order to just get visibility for their candi-
dacy.  Parades recede after Labor Day and then phone 
banking, canvassing and yard signs become more im-
portant.  Members should watch for the weekly “Feet on 
the Street” e-mail that lists all the campaign needs for the 
coming week. 

Our goals are these: 

1. Get Mike Moran elected to the 42nd Ohio House   Dis-
trict to help Democrats get a majority in the House.  This 
will be critical to education funding reform next year.  Of 
course this is only a success if we also return our incum-

bent state legislators to their 
seats as well.  

2. Get as many votes as pos-
sible for Barack Obama to off-
set areas in Ohio where the 
other guy will be strong. 

3. Get Russ Pry re-elected as 
County Executive and return 
the other county officeholders 
to their seats. 

4. Educate Democrats to vote 
the entire ballot so the 10 De-
mocratic judicial candidates 

can win their elections. 

5. Help Bill O’Neill win in the 14th Congressional District. 

We can only realize these goals if every member of 
SCPD PAC gets involved.  If you have not yet volun-
teered for a campaign activity, please contact Frank Kun-
stel at 330-923-0732 and let him know you’re available.  
Our effectiveness, and credibility, depends on our mem-
bers’ involvement in the kinds of grassroots activities we 
promised to deliver. 

Marching with Mike Moran in Stow 



By Kathy Arthur 

The Truth Brigade is an issues team working for news 
and information that offers truthfulness, fairness, and 
balance on topics relevant to citizenship.  Denise Woods 
is the Issues Director, and the Brigadiers are Bruce Arm-
strong, Kathy Arthur, Richard Bardoulas, Steve Cochran, 
John Cross, Gail Frangos, William McMahon, and Laura 
Monroe.  The Truth Brigade provides great experiences 
to learn about the news and information industry and its 
function and problems.  

One project has been to explore opportunities to get De-
mocracy Now! on local NPR programs.  Kathy Arthur 
arranged for a few of the Brigadiers to visit WCPN in 
Cleveland, and we got a tour of the Idea Center in Cleve-
land, home of the IdeaStream of WCPN and WVIZ.  Gail 
Frangos hosted a meeting of the Brigadiers with David 
Kanzeg, the WCPN program manager who spoke to us 
about the history of public radio and about our request 
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for Democracy Now to be aired on WCPN.  He denied 
our request, however, citing the need for“balanced” pro-
gramming.  The Brigadiers are arranging for David Kan-
zeg and others from IdeaStream to talk with our member-
ship.   

The Brigadiers request all SCPD PAC members give 
generous financial support to all our public broadcasting 
stations on NPR, PBS, WCPN, and WVIZ.  We also urge 
you to give them your feedback.  What do you like and 
what do you not like? The Republicans are making their 
voices heard about public broadcasting, and now they 
need to hear from us.  All SCPD PAC members are en-
couraged to visit the website of Democracy Now! and 
listen to Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez.  And, if you 
like what you hear, when you contact WCPN to give them 
your feedback on their programming, please, remember 
to suggest that WCPN air Democracy Now! 
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By Tom Liston 

I like to think that being open to opposing points of view 
is a progressive virtue, part and parcel of a person’s or 
an organization’s quest for truth.  But, like a lot of other 
worthwhile things it doesn’t come without cost or occa-
sional discomfort.   

Recent experience in SCPD PAC bears this out. 

In June our membership was addressed by Mr. Joe 
Kanfer, the CEO of GoJo Industries and a prominent 
figure in American-Israeli relations. We invited him to 
share his perspective on middle-east problems with us.  
His credentials in that arena are unquestioned, being 
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the United 
Jewish Communities, a confidant of Israeli and Ameri-
can policy makers, and a close observer of the ongoing 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  He was cordially received 
and his remarks elicited a lively question and answer 
session, precisely what we had hoped for. 

The following month the membership was addressed by 
Mr. Rayeed Tayeh, an American-born Muslim currently 
enrolled in the political science graduate school at Ak-
ron University.  As a spokesperson for the Palestinian 
point of view, Mr. Tayeh has appeared on the O’Reilly 
Factor, CNN, and Hardball with Chris Matthews, and so 
his credentials seemed appropriate to provide an 
“opposing” perspective in the dialogue we had initiated 
with Mr. Kanfer.  Mr. Tayeh’s address and power point 
presentation were though-provoking and generated an 
animated question and answer session. 

The unfortunate outcome to our desire to hear “both sides 
of the story” was the negative reaction of some of our 
members – and a few of our guests – especially in respect 
to Mr. Tayeh.  Some of those guests seemed to have at-
tended solely for the purpose of creating a confrontation 
with the speaker, and subsequent to the meeting a few of 
our members expressed reservations about the wisdom of 
addressing this important, but volatile issue. 

SCPD PAC’s dedication to openness also received a ‘hit’ 
in response to  our insistence that “both sides” be heard 
on the issue of Mayor Plusquellic’s  proposal to privatize 
the Akron sewer system.  We had been asked by those 
opposed to such a transaction to officially endorse their 
initiative, without having had the opportunity to hear from a 
representative in the other camp.  Most members, while 
inclined to support the initiative, felt that we should abide 
by our commitment to balance and delay a vote to en-
dorse until someone from the Mayor’s office could address 
our group.  This elicited a negative response from some of 
our critics who felt that we “weren’t really progressives 
after all.” 

As progressives we have an obligation to inform our politi-
cal point of view with intellectual honesty and to act in ac-
cordance to the truth such a protocol avails.  What best 
serves the common good – and the truth -– should be the 
final arbiter of the positions we take on the issues.  For 
that reason considering both sides of the story is an es-
sential part of being a progressive, one of the things that 
separates us from right wing ideologues for whom a dedi-
cation to truth is, more often than not, an annoyance.�
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SCPD PAC Executive Committee 

President :  Ingrid Kunstel   Recording Secretary :  Janet Dando 
Vice President :   Sandra Kurt   Treasurer :   Tamela Lee 
Executive Secretary :  Guy Marentette   Assistant Treasurer :  Jim Laurenson                
At Large :   John Cross 
   Mary Lohman 
   Todd Schneider 

The SCPD PAC Progressive Patriot is edited by the SCPD PAC Communications Committee.  To submit an 
article or a comment contact Tom Liston at maxeepr@mac.com or Ingrid Kunstel at ikunstel@neo.rr.com 

It goes without saying, this year’s presidential race is 
an historic event for our country.  While many people 
are understandably focused on the presidential race, 
they may be overlooking an equally important branch 
of our government: the judiciary.  This year Summit 
County voters will have twelve judicial races to con-
sider: two in the Ohio Supreme Court, on in the Ninth 
District Court of Appeals and nine in the Summit 
County Court of Common Pleas. 

In Ohio, unlike many other states, citizens have the 
right to vote for their state court judges, yet during a 
presidential year as many as 30% of the voters who 
come out to vote skip over the judicial races.  Often 
the voters do this because they simply do not know 
anything about the judicial candidates and are afraid 
they will make a mistake.  In addition, the candidates 
are not identified by their Party affiliation. 

Why should you pay attention to your judicial candi-
dates?  Broadly speaking, the judicial branch is a co-
equal branch of our government that is a guardian of 
our Constitution and our democracy.  In looking at the 
history of our country, the judicial branch has repeat-
edly stepped in to remedy injustice and the usurping of 
our constitutional rights.  One need only to look back 
at the Watergate era-it was the judicial branch that 
made it clear that the President of the United States 
was not above the law.  More recently, the United 
States Supreme Court has told the executive branch 
that the fundamental right of habeas corpus will not be 
suspended for the Guantanamo detainees. 

Judges in all courts are making decisions every day 
that impact our communities and our lives.  Please do 
your part to know your judicial candidates and exer-
cise your right to vote for them.  So take your sample 
ballot in with you, turn the page and vote all the way 
down the ballot, and elect judges who will uphold your 
rights and the Constitution of the United States.�
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