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Frank Kunstel

Inside—- How did SCPD do in the elections? Great!

Pg. 2-Election Night 2006 We endorsed 24 candidates and 18 of them won. Certainly no one group can
claim the credit for that. But SCPD made some significant contributions as part of

Pg. 2 Voter Rights Forum .
the teams that helped good candidates get elected.

Pg. 3 Analysis of Precinct

Work Are volunteers important?
Pg. 4-Women of Faith - Democrat Clair Dickinson won the Common Pleas Court of Appeals race by
about 1980 votes out of 290,000 cast.
Luncheon
- Democrat Paul Colavecchio lost his race for the 42nd District of the Ohio
Pg. 6 What a year! House by about 1200 votes out of 44, 000 cast.

In Cincinnati, in the 2nd Congressional District contest, Democrat Victoria
Woulsin barely lost to Republican Jean Schmidt by about 2500 votes out of
250,000 cast. Continued on p. 5




Bobbie Carper

The big day had finally arrived. The outcome of all
of our hard work on this year’'s campaigns would
soon be announced. Everyone was filled with cau-
tious optimism as they trickled into the meeting hall
next to Democratic Headquarters in Akron where
the Summit County Progressive Democrats were
holding their election night party. People shared
stories about their personal experiences while work-
ing the polls, making GOTV phone calls, doing last
minute canvassing, or driving people to the polls to
vote.

Delectable appetizers were served with everything
from spanokapita to rumaki, and drinks flowed from
the cash bar. Pat & Chuck Simons contributed a
large cake and champagne for a toast that was
given by Ingrid Kunstel to all the hard working SCPD
volunteers and then by Tom Liston to Ingrid and her
husband, Frank, for their leadership. Candidates
dropped by to greet their volunteers and to share in
the electric anticipation of Democratic victories.

Shortly after 9:00 PM, it was announced that Ted
Strickland and Sherrod Brown had been declared
winners, the first of much more good new to come
that night. The hall erupted into cheers and hugs all
around. The group later went down to Bricco’s,
where the Democratic Party was celebrating.

Needless to say, it was a deliriously heady night for
those of us who had put forth such effort to make
change in our state and nation. We all agreed to
take a well-deserved rest during the holiday and
come back ready to fight once more in 2007. So
congratulations SCPD!!!

Mary Nichols-Rhodes

On September 10 more than a hundred activists
and concerned citizens showed up for SCPD’s
voter rights forum at the main library in Akron.
The event, “Making Your Vote Count,” was mod-
erated by Akron attorney Nancy Holland Myers.

Peg Rosenfield, an election specialist with the
League of Women Voters, began with a presen-
tation on House Bill 3, a recently enacted Ohio
law dealing with elections. Holding up the inch-
thick document she stated, “It is possible to read;
it is not possible to understand.”

She went on to point out that the new law would
have the effect of slowing down the voting proc-
ess because of its voter identification require-
ments. She gave several examples of persons
who would likely experience problems at the polls
because of the these new requirements, and dis-
cussed types of identification that would be ac-
cepted. In the event a presiding judge at the polls
ruled a voter ineligible because of improper iden-
tification, she noted that the voter could request,
and cast, a provisional ballot, which could then
be checked on later at the Board of Elections to
see if it had been counted.

Ms. Rosenfield also discussed the new proce-
dures for voting by absentee ballot, and other
features of HB3. Her concluding summary made
it clear that she felt HB3 would have the effect of
suppressing the vote in Ohio, and urged every-
one to educate the public as much as possible on
its new requirements. She encouraged those in
attendance to work at the polls on Election Day, if
possible, and to contact the League if problems
were encountered.

Mr. Charles Walker, Executive Director of Police
Community Dialogue, was the next presenter.
His remarks echoed the concerns of Ms. Rosen-
field, particularly as they applied to minorities.
He felt that HB3'’s I.D. requirements were unfair,
hurt minorities and students, and were tanta-
mount to a poll tax. He was quite candid in sug-
gesting that the law was passed to discourage
people from voting, and was hopeful that it would
eventually be repealed.

Mr. Ron Olsen, Software Project Manager in In-
formation Technology, addressed the assembly
nest on behalf of the Citizens Alliance for Secure

Continued on p. 3




Continued from p. 2

Elections (CASE). The centerpiece of the CASE
strategy to make elections fair is the “Adopt a
Board of Elections” project, which Mr. Olsen ex-
plained in detail. Citing major problems in Cuya-
hoga County encountered in the 2004 election, Mr.
Olsen assured his audience that these problems
were not exclusive to Cleveland, and were likely to
occur elsewhere in the future. The “Adopt a Board”
approach would enlist volunteers to monitor the
election procedures of every county Board of Elec-
tions. Among other things, these citizen watchdogs
would make inquiries to insure that there were suf-
ficient voting machines for every precinct, monitor
an recount procedure, and publicly encourage reg-
istered voters to periodically check with their local
board to insure they were still on the voting rolls.

Olsen also recommended that, with the advent of
electronic voting, the optical scan machine was the
best way to go.

The session concluded with Victoria Lovegren,
whose background in computer science has led her
to investigate the efficacy of the new electronic vot-
ing machines. She noted that a significant number
of experts do not trust the new voting machines,
and that neither does 92% of the public.

She cited disparities between formerly reliable exit
polls and the results of election in which computer-
driven machines were used to support her argu-
ment that the results produced by electronic ma-
chines are often curiously at odds with safely pre-
dictable outcomes. Her conclusion was that there
was only one truly reliable way to ensure fair elec-
tions: paper ballots that are hand counted. Elec-
tronic machines with no paper trail should be re-
jected by voters.
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Tom Liston

It's true that 2006 translates into a significant
victory for Democrats. And certainly the efforts
of SCPD members had a lot to do with it. But
in a year in which so many voters went to the
polls to “throw the rascals out,” one’s personal
energy in behalf of the “non-rascals” can only
be studied anecdotally; knowing exactly where
the negative voting impulse stopped and the
positive began is problematic. Nevertheless,
there are a few areas that clearly indicate that
our efforts had an impact.

Take Ward Two in Hudson for example. This
is Arshinkoff country, affluent, an area which is
overwhelmingly Republican, and in which one
would not expect to make serious inroads. But
even this year’s ‘disenchantment’ with the Re-
publican Party cannot explain some of the re-
sults from Hudson Ward Two.

SCPD member Pat Simons is the Democratic
Precinct Committee-person in Hudson 2E.
Besides working her own precinct extensively
in the weeks prior to the election, she took it
upon herself to contact other PCs in Ward Two
and encourage them to get out and contact
their registered voters. Were her efforts suc-
cessful? One way of gauging that is by com-
paring the results of this year's mid-term elec-
tion to the mid-term election of 2002 in the
same Hudson area. (For continuity only the
statewide races are examined.)

In 2002 Hudson Ward Two voted 65.2% Re-
publican and 34.3% Democrat in the statewide
races. In 2006 the percentages changed sig-
nificantly: 57.8% Republican and 41.4% De-
mocrat. This is a swing of roughly 14%, a star-
tling shift that can’t be entirely explained by
reaction to a disgraced Republican Party

To support this assumption, we need only look
at the results in Pat’s precinct in 2006 and

Continued on p. 6



Tamela Lee & Ingrid Kunstel

Dressed in incredible hats and gorgeous outfits,
over 85 women attended a luncheon held to in-
troduce them to the women for the 2006 cam-

paign. From Portage and Summit Counties, they

came to share fellowship and food and to listen
to inspiring speeches and wonderful gospel mu-
sic.

Mistress of Ceremonies, Shirley Washington,
kept the program moving along with humor and
enthusiasm. She introduced local politicians,
Judy Hanna, running for the Ohio House from
the 27" District; Ilene Shapiro, running for the
Summit County Council and Joyce Sawyer,
speaking for her husband Tom who was running
for State School Board. The audience also
heard from Heather Licata, surrogate for Betty
Sutton running for the U.S. House from the 13"
District; Kathleen Chandler, running for the Ohio
House from Portage County, Barbara Sykes,
running for State Auditor, Samantha Simpson,
surrogate for Richard Cordray running for Ohio
Treasurer and Kathy Espy speaking for her hus-
band, Ben Espy, running for the Ohio Supreme
Court.

In between each three speakers, there were
songs performed by Brenda Justice and Betty
Rasberry. Their beautiful voices were truly in-
spiring.

Connie Schultz, Pulitzer Prize winning journalist
and wife of Sherrod Brown, spoke about their

faith and its importance In their deciding Sher-
rod would run for the Senate. She also remem-
bered the women who fought so bravely and
suffered so much to give us the right to vote.

Frances Strickland was the last speaker and
talked briefly about all the wonderful candidates
this election cycle.

Then she and Connie

Schultz brought the

house down singing a

song about all of the

candidates.

Attendees all said

that the day had been

energizing and motivating. Many indicated that
they left feeling hopeful and determined to
spread the word about all of the capable candi-
dates they had seen and heard about.

We have been asked to make this an annual
event. If we do, we hope that you will join us
next time.

At the SCPD post-election party, members and friends made contributions to a
fund to help out the families of the striking Goodyear union members. Holi -
days are always hard financially, but especially so if one of the family
members is out of work. We presented a check to Dave Prentiss of the United

Steelworkers union, for $200 as well as canned goods and gift cards to be used in whatever ways they
felt appropriate. It is our hope that the strike will soon end with a reasonable settlement. To all the union

members and their loved ones, we wish them a season filled with (& $ % ' $)
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The point of all this? Many races are getting tighter and
tighter. Candidates need any edge they can get; moti-
vated and competent volunteers can help provide that
edge.

SCPD’s contribution to the campaign? Here is a sum-
mary.

We had 57 members who served as active volun-
teers.

They averaged about nine events each over the
course of the campaign season.

An event could have been marching in a parade,
canvassing door-to-door for a candidate, participat-
ing in a phone bank for a candidate, putting up
candidates’ yard signs, etc. Most of these “events’
averaged at least two or three hours.

From July 4 forward, each and every week there
was an average of 33 SCPD volunteers doing
some kind of volunteer work for a candidate.

At many events SCPD volunteers were the majority
of the candidate’s support. (A full report will be
made at the next general membership meeting.)

As Campaign Coordinator for SCPD, my role was to
communicate with each candidate about their cam-
paign strategy and their volunteer needs, and then in-
form the SCPD volunteers of those needs. As such, |
often spoke with candidates about how their campaign
was going. | can tell you that several of them are very
grateful to SCPD and believe that we were instrumental
in their victories. Our volunteers did a great job and we
learned a lot about how to be effective. With this ex-
perience under our belt, we should have even more
impact in future campaigns so that we can do our part
to make Ohio “blue”.

Summit County Progressive Democrats now has
141 members. While that is fantastic, the reality
is that we need more active members to help us
achieve our stated goal of being an activist or-
ganization that helps to create progressive
change in our community, the state and the
country.

This election cycle we had 57 members who ac-
tively worked on a variety of campaigns. We and
the candidates believe that we made a difference
in the outcome. In order to increase our effec-
tiveness and not burn our members out, we need
at least 50 more active members. These are
members who are willing to work on committees,
might run for Precinct committeeperson, can-
vass, phone bank, drop literature, walk in pa-
rades, get materials ready, write letters to the
editor and a variety of other things.

So, while we are all basking in the glow of this
past election, look around at your family, friends,
neighbors and acquaintances and remember
which of these were simpatico with you prior to
the election. Which of these was angry and dis-
traught at the direction the country and our state
were headed. Then, ask one or two of them to
come to an SCPD meeting. Have them come
with you, introduce them to people, invite them to
come over to Crave after the meeting so they
can get to know a lot of us and then follow up on
whether they would like to come again. Get
feedback from them about what they liked and
what else they may want to know. See if they
would like to attend a committee meeting and
arrange to take them or have a member of the
committee contact them to make the invitation
personal.

If each of us does this with one person, we can
reach or exceed our goal of 50 and we will be-
come a force to reckon with!




Continued from p. 3

compare them to the other precincts, which make
up Ward 2, in which not as much work was done.
Her totals in 2E (44.8% Democratic) were 10.6
percent higher than the average of the other 4
precincts! In every statewide race Democrats did
better in 2E than in any other Ward 2 precinct.
Clearly this was due to Pat’s efforts.

Now let’s look at an entirely different demo-
graphic area. Precinct 3F in Stow is lower-
middle to middle-middle class in its demograph-
ics, with a large number of apartments, rental
properties and modest, middle class homes. It's
voting history is markedly independent, but nor-
mally tilts Republican.

In 2002, for instance (again looking only at state-
wide races) Stow 3F voted 55.6% Republican
and 43.4% Democratic. No organized work was
done in that precinct.

This year, however, Stow 3F was worked exten-
sively by the Democratic Precinct Committee-
person (and SCPD member), prior to both the
May primary and the November elections. The
protocol used involved contacting every known
Democratic household (@95) and all the Inde-
pendents (@190) with hand-delivered personal
letters. These letters identified the precinct rep-
resentative as a “concerned neighbor” and em-
phasized the debilitating effects that Republican
policies were having on the middle class. It
urged people to vote with that in mind. It also
contained voting information, sample ballot and
absentee voting application.

The results were gratifying, to say the least. De-
mocrats won in every single statewide race, and
the precinct went from 44.3% Democratic (in
2002) to 61.2% Democratic in 2006, an improve-
ment of 17%. Precinct 3F also exceeded both
the County Democratic percentages and the av-
erage of the other precincts in Ward 3. It seems
clear that the personal contact and the ‘get-out-
the-vote’ efforts had real impact on the results.

These examples are mere vignettes in the
overall picture, but they reflect the success our
PCs had in many other precincts as well. The
Republicans know this too well. What seems
clear from the data is that if we get back to the
basics of organizing our “own backyards,” we
will win elections. It's a lesson we need to
carry with us into the 2008 presidential elec-
tion.

Ted Strickland Lee Fisher

Mark Dann Jennifer Brunner Richard Cordray

Tim Ryan Sherrod Brown Betty Sutton

Vernon Sykes Tom Sawyer Brian Williams Stephen Dyer

Clair Dickinson Paul Gallagher Tom Teodosio

Jon Poda

Pete Crossland llene Shapiro

Successful races that SCPD endorsed and/or worked on.




SCPD Executive Committee

President: Ingrid Kunstel
Vice President: Tom Liston
Executive Secretary: Guy Marentette
Recording Secretary: Janet Dando
Finance: Tamela Lee

Scott Piepho
At Large: John Cross
At Large: Jodi Smith
At Large: Mary Nichols Rhodes

The Progressive Patriot is edited by the SCPD
Communications Committee. To submit an
article or a comment,

ikunstel@neo.rr.com

With a generous contribution from two support-
ers, SCPD developed a public information DVD
about the new voter identification requirements
and absentee and early voting. The DVDs were
distributed along with Absentee Voting Applica-
tions, a summary of the new law and a letter
from Akron City Council President, Marco
Sommerville urging people to watch the DVD.
These were taken to all the African-American
Churches and Social Service agencies in Sum-
mit County.

We started the year with a public
forum entitled, “Organize, Mobi-
lize and Deliver the Vote in
2006,” featuring Cindy Sheehan.
Over 400 people attended.

We had two fundraisers that al-
lowed us to pay for our forum
and to take 80 inner-city children
and their group chaperones to
an Aeros game and pay for their
food.

We began a concentrated effort
to become involved in the Afri-
can-American community, meet-
ing with leaders and ministers
and providing 3 breakfasts for
them to meet Richard Cordray
running for Ohio Treasurer, Jen-
nifer Brunner running for Ohio

Secretary of State and Sherrod
Brown running for the U.S. Sen-
ate. We continued our presence
at the Juneteenth Festival and
went to the African-American
Cultural Arts Festival. Our volun-
teers were actively involved at
the Minority Coordinated Cam-
paign Headquatrters.

We planned and hosted a forum
on Voter Rights to help the pub-
lic understand the new voter law
which required identification but
allowed early and absentee vot-
ing . We also produced a DVD to
explain Voter Rights that was
distributed to churches and so-
cial service agencies.

23 SCPD members were elected
as Precinct Committeepersons.

At the swearing in ceremony, our
own Tamela Lee was elected to
serve as the 2nd Vice Chair of
the Democratic Party,

SCPD provided 57 members and
9 non-members as volunteers for
8 candidates as well as the Co-
ordinated Campaign. One of our
members ran the Coordinated
Campaign Headquarters and 6
members played significant ad-
ministrative roles in two cam-
paigns. In the end, of the 24
candidates we endorsed, 18 of
them won!

So if you are tired, now you know
why! Please take the holidays to
renew yourselves. Please know

I think you all !




