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A Message from the President 

As I look back over 2007, SCPD has a lot 
to feel good about, in terms of our core 
mission. Through our PAC we worked for 
local candidates.  Our members attended 
peace rallies and collected signatures for 
SPAN Ohio for single payer healthcare. 
We began our formal lobbying process 
with our State and Federal legislators and 
have established a very strong basis for 
on-going discussion with them.  We had 
many politicians and other activists in to 
talk to our members.  We featured discus-
sion topics at our Membership Meetings.  
We hosted our first discussion group for 
members. We raised money to support the 
100 Black Men Mentoring Project.   

We also had many successes in building 
and strengthening the organization.  We 
held our first SCPD Recognition Party with 
First Lady Frances Strickland as our key-
note speaker.  A second group of our 
members went through Leadership Devel-
opment Training and then became very 
active.  And we held the second SCPD 
Picnic with a dunk tank and all.  The Board 
of Directors reviewed and revised our 
Strategic Plan with input from members.  
We created a brochure and did the kick off 
of our first major fundraising effort for 
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SCPD PAC.  We opened our first Holiday Gift 
Shop with a portion of the profits going to the 
Battered Women’s Shelter and we collected 
non-perishable food items for the Akron/Canton 
Regional Foodbank. 

Now it is time to relax and enjoy the holidays.  
2008 is a huge year and we need to come back 
together in January ready to hit the ground run-
ning.  Primaries are in March and we will try to 
bring all of the candidates who have primary 
opponents in to talk to the membership.  We 
have a great opportunity to work to win one of 
the Ohio House seats needed to give the De-
mocrats the majority in Columbus.  We also 
need to help our incumbent Ohio Representa-
tives and Senator 
retain their seats.  
We have our U.S. 
Representatives up 
for re-election.  We 
have a County Ex-
ecutive, Clerk of 
Courts, Judges and 
District County Coun-
cil races to work on.  
And then, of course, 
there is that little mat-
ter of the Presidential 
race.   
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You’ve Come a Long Way, Baby! 

Our Patriot of the Month comes from a fascinating po-
litical journey.  Jim Laurenson grew up in a Republi-
can home.  As with many young people, he followed 
his mother’s lead and became a Young Republican at 
Ohio University.  At the time he joined the organization 
George Voinovich was its president.  When George 
graduated in `58, Jim succeeded him as president for 
a year.   

Jim remembers that as the years went by he evolved 
and became more liberal.  He used to call himself a 
“Rockefeller Republican” and even served as a Re-
publican precinct committee person until the party 
nominated Barry Goldwater.  At that point he resigned.   

Jim is an attorney who has served as Assistant Attor-
ney General under Attorney General William J. Brown.  
In that capacity he was Chief of the Consumer Fraud 
Section, Chief Counsel, arguing cases in the Ohio Su-
preme Court and Court of Appeals. During these 
years, John Gilligan was Governor until 1975 when 
Jim Rhodes became Governor again. 

 From 1976-85, Jim served as an Administrative Law 
Judge for the Federal 
Government working first 
for the Social Security 
Administration, then the 
Federal Mine Safety 
Commission and the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commis-
sion.  Jim resigned this 
position to go into private 
practice in order to put his 
5 kids through college. 

Jim and his wife and fel-
low SCPD member, 
Sandy, met when they 

were young.  They both attended Ohio University but then 
went their separate ways, each marrying someone else.  
Jim had 5 children and Sandy had two.  They reconnected 
and married in 1991.  They now have 16 grandchildren 
with one more on the way.   

Sandy is an educator in Family and Consumer Sciences 
(known to us golden agers as Home Ec).  She is presently 
a consultant for a 6 District consortium to advise on cur-
riculum and Family and Consumer Sciences standards.  
Jim has used his retirement to volunteer as an ombuds-
man for 3 area nursing homes, taught English at the Inter-
national Institute for 1 year, advocated for AARP  fighting 
against the privatization of Social Security.  He is SCPD’s 
Assistant Treasurer and active in our organization working 
for candidates, issues and the growth of SCPD. 

Jim’s hope for the future is that the country becomes more 
progressive by electing progressive office holders at the 
state and national level. 

“Progressive Democrats must act for the people and the 
public interest.  I believe that this means:  

1. Bringing our armed forces home from Iraq and stop-
ping unnecessary interference in the action of others;  

2. expanding Medicare to provide healthcare for all 
Americans;  

3. restoring inheritance taxes and corporate taxes to 
avoid tax increases on the middle class;  

4. adequately funding local education; 

5. opposing privatization of Social Security and other 
essential government functions; and  

6. protecting every citizen’s right to vote, right to privacy 
and First Amendment Rights.” 

SCPD salutes Jim Laurenson, whose hard work and dedi-
cation to progressive ideals make him one of our most 
valuable assets. 

In 2006 we established SCPD PAC as an important 
force in helping Democrats get elected.  We now have 
credibility in the County and it will be important in 
2008 that we continue that effort and further build our 
ability to present a progressive voice in politics and in 
government.  We accomplished this by providing feet 
on the street activism that has been meaningful in 
many races in the past.  This year will test our skills if 
for no other reason than the broad scope of the races.  
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�������������� We have the experience, we have the passion and we 
have the motivation.  What we need is for each of you to 
enlist the help of one or two members of your family or 
friends to come out in 2008 to help SCPD get great candi-
dates elected so all of us can turn around our county, state 
and country. 

From all of us on the Board of Directors, I would like to 
thank you for your enduring commitment to the vision of 
SCPD.                                                            Ingrid Kunstel 
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Over the past year one of SCPD’s most ambitious projects 
has been to develop an effective lobbying presence with 
elected officials.  It can be accurately reported that we 
have achieved our goal.  What this means is that SCPD is 
being taken seriously as an organization. 

We now have designated ‘lobbying representatives’ whose 
job it is to maintain contact and communications with vari-
ous Democratic office-holders.  These SCPD members 
are the conduits through which we can communicate with 
our representatives on a virtual face-to-face level. 

The “Dean” of our lobbying corps is John Cross, who has 
established an SCPD presence with Sherrod Brown’s of-
fice, and meets frequently with the Senator’s staff, and 
occasionally with the Senator himself.  This kind of per-
sonal relationship empowers every member of SCPD, be-
cause it gives us access and influence that is not normally 
available to individuals. 

To note a specific example of the effectiveness of SCPD’s 
lobbying efforts, we have this report from Denise Woods, 
our liaison with Congressman Tim Ryan:  “In November, I 
met with Representative Tim Ryan of Ohio's 17th Con-
gressional District as your SCPD Legislative Contact Per-
son and presented the positions of our active teams on 
national issues. 

“I emphasized our desire for a rapid withdrawal from Iraq 
and thanked Mr. Ryan for his eloquent speeches in Con-
gress supporting that position. 

“Mr. Ryan also expressed support for the Voter Confi-
dence and Increased Accessibility Act, and promised to 
consider becoming a co-sponsor at our request.  He 
strongly agreed with our desire to restore our Constitu-
tional rights and invited us help educate him by preparing 

research papers on the numerous relevant bills. We 
expressed gratitude for Mr. Ryan's vote on the Em-
ployee Non-Discrimination Act, and our hope that he 
will help extend those protections to transgendered 
individuals. 

“Mr. Ryan seemed pleased by our visit and suggested 
we meet two or three times a year.  We look forward 
to a good working relationship with him.”                  
Denise Woods 

Another SCPD relationship has been achieved with 
Congresswoman Betty Sutton.  Mehool Patel, our liai-
son with Sutton’s office, met recently with Betty’s 
chief-of-staff, Adri Jayaratne. 

For slightly more than an hour, Mehool described for 
Adri the SCPD mission, our positions on important 
issues, and how we would like to be able to communi-
cate with Betty on a regular basis.  Adri noted all of 
this and then suggested the most effective ways to go 
about lobbying Betty on the things most important to 
us.  The result of the meeting was much the same as 
with our contact with Congressman Ryan.  We realize 
that we have important allies in Washington with 
whom we can work, and that they are well aware that 
SCPD is serious about bringing progressive change to 
American politics. 

These are exciting 
developments and 
point to the fact 
that SCPD knows 
how to get things 
done.  Every mem-
ber should be 
proud of the work 
being done by our Legislative Contact Persons. 

By Kathy Arthur 

A small group of SCPD members under the tutelage of 
Pete Crossland has been working in the 5E precinct to 
educate the community about ballot issues and to encour-
age them to vote.  The 
ultimate goal is to pass 
these activities onto the 
community leadership.  It 
took 2 years of relation-
ship building in the com-
munity to know who was 
willing and able to help in 
this process. 

Vernon Sykes, a great 
friend of SCPD, is the Democratic state representative for 

this district and has worked with us in 5E.  The com-
mittee used photos of Vernon speaking with precinct 
resident leaders as part of a flyer to encourage their 
neighbors to support Democratic candidates at the 
polls.    

These are the people who will help us plan community 
“Get Out the Vote” meetings.  They will offer meeting 
space, entertainment (Gospel music), and a familiar 
face to remind their neighbors who attend these meet-
ings of the importance of participating in their govern-
ment by voting.  The 5E project involved a lot of volun-
teer hours, consistent door to door contact, visibility at 
the polls, and relationship building.  Representative 
Sykes’ cooperation was a significant factor in its suc-
cess.  
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By Tom Liston 

The results of last month’s elections in Summit County 
confirmed that this area of Ohio remains solidly Democ-
ratic.  All eight Akron City council seats were won by De-
mocrats.  In Cuyahoga Falls, six of nine council seats 
were claimed by Democratic candidates. 

The most interesting race, however, involved a purely ad-
ministrative post, the Cuyahoga Falls Clerk of Courts posi-
tion, which pitted Democrat Lisa Carano against Republi-
can state representative, John Widowfield.  Ms. Carano 
was the acting clerk of courts, having been appointed to 
the position by the Democratic Central Committee when 
the former clerk, Eric Czetli, stepped down last spring.  
The November election was to determine who would com-
plete Czetli’s unexpired term. 

The Summit County Republican Party pulled out all the 
stops in an effort to win this one.  They spent an unprece-
dented amount of money and, true to form, resorted to 
some particularly vile campaign strategies.  The back-
ground dynamics, for members who may not be familiar 
with them, are quite interesting. 

For several months a power struggle among Summit 
County Republicans has been waging.  Many of them 
have grown dissatisfied with the party’s failure to win im-
portant political races in Summit.  This frustration is being 
manifested by growing opposition to the direction provided 
by party chairman, Alex Arshinkoff, opposition led by State 
Senator Kevin Coughlin.  He wants Arshinkoff ousted. 

One of the things the Cuyahoga Clerk of Courts is respon-
sible for is staffing, which involves the hiring of personnel.  
In political terms that translates to patronage.  It is not diffi-
cult to discern, then, why the race to win this post would 
be extremely appealing to a party chairman beset by crit-
ics who have grown tired of his leadership. 

His candidate of choice was state representative John 
Widowfield, whose loyalty to Mr. Arshinkoff has been dem-
onstrated consistently during Mr. Widowfield’s tenure in 
Columbus.  Not only that, but Widowfield had already 
proved that with the Boss’s help he could be elected in a 
Democratic county. 

It became clear at the outset, however, that in Lisa Carano 
the Republicans would be facing a formidable opponent.  
This called for obscene infusions of Republican money 
into a race that would not normally warrant such largesse.  
But then, how can you put a price tag on a party chair-
man’s reputation?  When the super-sized yard signs and 
other media efforts to enhance Widowfield’s appeal 

seemed to be failing, Arshinkoff defaulted to the tried-
and-true Republican strategy of dirty tricks. 

First he (or his operatives) went an out and recruited six 
women to file as “independent” candidates in the race.  
Each of them did so using three names.  The intent of 
course was not only to flood the race with female candi-
dates, leaving Widowfield as the only male in the field, 
but to dilute Ms. Carano’s name recognition on the ballot, 
which appeared as “Lisa Zeno Carano.”  The whole cha-
rade came crashing down when it was pointed out that 
these good “independent” women candidates had missed 
the deadline for filing, and therefore were not eligible to 
run.  When you consider that Alex Arshinkoff is the high-
est ranking Republican on the Summit County Board of 
Elections, you have to wonder how he could have missed 
that fact when he hatched this ridiculous ploy.  For his 
part, Widowfield claimed complete ignorance of the plan, 
which of course stretches the term “plausible deniability” 
to its breaking point. 

The most despicable manifestation of Republican des-
peration occurred in the waning days of the campaign.  
Realizing that they weren’t involved in a cakewalk, the 
Widowfield camp produced a couple of slick political fly-
ers for mass mailing to voters.  The flyers depicted par-
ticularly unflattering photos of Ms. Carano and some out-
rageously inaccurate characterizations of her integrity.  It 
was negative campaigning at its most egregious, the des-
perate flailings of people who have no shame. 

The voters saw through it all.  On Wednesday morning, 
November 7, the vote totals showed that Ms. Carano had 
won in a 54% to 46% landslide.   

Mr. Widowfield’s next political opponent – if he chooses 
to run again for his seat in the legislature – will likely be 
SCPD member and Hudson resident, Mike Moran.  (Mike 
has filed but might have a primary election opponent.)  If 
he indeed becomes the Democratic candidate, it will be 
one of those elections in which all the reasons for getting 
involved will be good 
ones: a great candi-
date, a chance to take 
back the Ohio House 
(we only need four 
seats), and an opportu-
nity to consign a “dirty 
tricks Republican” to 
the obscurity he so 
richly deserves.   

Stay tuned.  This is 
going to be good!            
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SCPD Executive Committee 
 
President:  Ingrid Kunstel   Recording Secretary:  Janet Dando 
Vice President:   Sandra Kurt   Treasurer:   Tamela Lee 
Executive Secretary:  Guy Marentette   Assistant Treasurer:  Jim Laurenson                
At Large:   John Cross;  Jody Smith;  Mary Lohman 

 

The Progressive Patriot is edited by the SCPD Communications Committee.  To submit an article or a comment 
contact Tom Liston at maxeepr@mac.com or Ingrid Kunstel at ikunstel@neo.rr.com 
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