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Summit County Progres-
sive Democrats PAC     
is a grass roots organi-
zation of dedicated peo-
ple committed to social 
justice on the local, 
state, national, and inter-
national levels. We sup-
port efforts that better 
the lives of all citizens by 
working to promote hu-
man rights, equal eco-
nomic opportunity, re-
sponsive government, a 
safe, sustainable envi-
ronment, and a society 
built on compassion.  
Our goal is to expand 
grass roots participation 
in the political process 
and to return the federal 
government to the will of 
the people.  SCPD PAC 
works to support pro-
gressive candidates 
through grassroots activ-
i sm, contr ibu t ions, 
coaching candidates, 
f o r u m s  a n d 
events and the produc-
tion of literature and 
sample ballots to edu-
cate the electorate. If 
you are interested in 
SCPD PAC, contact             
Ingr id  Kunste l  a t           
ikunstel@neo.rr.com.   
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In this issue: 

By Denise Woods 

Thank you Secretary of State, Jennifer 
Brunner, for repairing Ohio's dysfunctional 
elections systems and restoring electoral 
integrity. 

After our election systems fell into disrepair 
and disrepute under Kenneth Blackwell, 
Judge Brunner stepped down from her seat 
on the bench and devoted herself to 
"ensuring every Ohioan's right to vote in an 
election system that is free, fair, open and 
honest." 

She brought impressive ex-
perience from working in the 
Secretary of State's office 
under Sherrod Brown, prac-
ticing elections law, serving 
on Franklin County Board of 
Elections, and prosecuting 
election fraud. 

Elected Secretary of State in 
2006, Secretary Brunner was 
confronted with voting ma-
chines that were neither reli-
able nor secure, a tight state 
budget, and a Cuyahoga 
County BOE, rife with ani-
mosity and negligence under 
the direction of Ohio Republi-
can Party Chair, Robert Bennett. 

She commissioned a study of Ohio's voting 
machines, which cited multiple serious prob-
lems with all systems, and, she often says, 
left her sleepless. She worked with Ohio's 88 
Boards of Elections, steadily and deter-
minedly, to replace many of those faulty ma-
chines with the paper ballot and scanner 
system we are privileged to have in Summit 
County. She also removed all members, De-
mocrats and Republicans, from the Cuya-
hoga County BOE and placed it under her 
direct supervision. 

In the 2008 presidential elec-
tion, Ohio's elections systems 
were greatly improved. Gone 
were the shameful long lines, 
the malfunctioning machines, 
and Ohioans' lack of trust in 
their election. 

Secretary Brunner worked to 
open the election process as 
widely as possible to all eligible 
Ohio voters. She established 
the Voting Right Institute to 
supply voter registration forms 
to high school seniors, include 
voter registration forms in U. S. 
Postal Service moving packets, 
and improve online absentee 

(Continued on page 5) 
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ballot applications for overseas and military voters 
through the Overseas Vote Foundation. She was the 
first of many Secretaries of State to sign an appeal to 
the VA director to reverse his peculiar prohibition 
against registering voters inside VA hospitals.  Through-
out these efforts Secretary Brunner endured a constant 
barrage of Republican accusations and suits and won 
seven of eight court challenges on behalf of Ohio vot-
ers. 

Jennifer Brunner was congratulated for her diligence by 
Common Cause in December of 2007, and in March of 
2008, she received the Profile in Courage Award by the 

(Jennifer Brunner—continued from page 1) 

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum for 
challenging the reliability of electronic voting and protect-
ing the right to vote in Ohio. 

But Secretary Brunner will be the target of ceaseless Re-
publican attacks, because they realize that removing her is 
crucial to retaining their strangle-hold on Ohio politics. In 
2011, our legislative district lines, currently gerrymandered 
to benefit Republicans, will be redrawn. Re-electing Jenni-
fer Brunner in 2010 will give Democrats a majority of that 
districting board. 

SCPD PAC should focus our energies on re-electing Jen-
nifer Brunner as Ohio's Secretary of State, starting today.�

Russ has served as 
the Executive Direc-
tor of the Summit 
County Democratic 
Party for the past 
two years.  In this 
position, he has 
worked tirelessly.  
His openness, en-
ergy and collabora-
tive spirit has bene-
fited the Party and 
has fostered an at-
mosphere of   coop-
eration and collegial-
ity with candidates, 
the community and 
activist groups such 
as SCPD PAC. 

It is for that reason that the SCPD PAC Board of Direc-
tors has unanimously decided that he should be our 
Patriot of the Month.    

While a new member to SCPD PAC, our Patriot of the 
Month has been involved in politics since the age of 17.  
Born and raised in Ellet, Russ Balthis  contacted De-
mocratic Party chairman, Russ Pry, to find out about how 
to start volunteering.  He hasn’t slowed down since. 

During his college years, Russ served as president of 
the Ohio State University College Democrats; chair of 
OSU Students for Tim Hagen, Summit County coordina-
tor for Mary Boyle for State Treasurer, and treasurer for 
the Don Plusquellic Committee.  He also worked for the 
Ohio House of Representatives, the Summit County Ex-
ecutive’s office, and the Summit County Board of Elec-
tions – all while simultaneously going to school.  For all 
that hard work and dedication, Russ was recognized as 
the 2002 Summit County Young Democrat of the Year. 

Russ earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics 
and Political Science from Ohio State University and re-
ceived his doctorate in law from the University of Akron 
School of Law.  He passed the bar exam on his first try.  
He has also earned a Masters degree in Business from 
the University of Akron.   

SHARE THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT . . .  
 

Don’t forget to bring non- perishable foods to                         
our December meeting. 

 All contributions will go to the                                                  
Akron/Canton Regional Foodbank to help those                     

less fortunate during this holiday season. 
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The Holiday Store is open at our December meeting!          
Find progressive items for all your holiday gift gi ving needs.  

Remember that profits help to fund the continuing                 
political activism of SCPD PAC!  

Barack Obama Words of Hope and Inspiration 2009 Calendar  ��� �   SCPD PAC Canvas Shopping Bags   ��� �� �� �

������������������������������������ SCPD PAC Ecologically Safe and Friendly Water Bottles (BPA Free) �� �������� SCPD PAC Obama 

 Commemorative Mouse Pads  ��� �    U. S. Constitutions     �������� Tee Shirts (SCPD PAC and Obama)   ��� �     Books : 

The Dark Side:  The Inside Story of How the War on Terror Turned Into a War on American Ideals  by Jane Mayer 

 The Limits of Power:  The End of American Exceptionalism by Andrew J. Bacevich 

 The Post American World by Fareed Zakaria 

 The Moral Center:  How Progressives Can Unite America Around Our Shared Values by David Callahan 

 The Political Brain:  The Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation by Drew Westen                                                                              

 American Theocracy:  The Peril and Politics of Radical Religion in the 2 1st Century by Kevin Phillips   

   Broken Government: How Republican Rule Destroyed the Legislative, Executive and Judicial Branches by John Dean 

By Frank Kunstel 

SCPD PAC turned it up way more than “just a notch” in our campaign efforts this year.  Our goal was to get 20% 
more members to do at least one campaign event this year, compared to 2006, and to do 20% more activities.  Did 
we ever!! 

946 times an SCPD PAC member went door-to-door for a candidate, or made phone calls to voters, or marched in a 
parade with a candidate, or handed out the Democratic sample ballot at the polls, or stuffed flyers into envelopes to 
announce a candidate fund-raiser, or entered data into the Democratic Party voter database.   

Barack Obama received nearly half of all our efforts—413 volunteer activities.  Mike Moran received 105.  And the 
Democratic Party received 131—those were for multiple- candidate activities, such as handing out the sample ballot. 

Every member who volunteered played a part in the victories—each volunteer hour was valuable to the candidate.  
And remember that each activity is about 2-3 hours of time, so the total hours are tremendous.  A few people we 
should note are Denise Woods, who volunteered 60 times, Tom Reynolds, who volunteered 56 times, as did Ingrid 
Kunstel, Jan Oakley, who did 40 and Eileen Goldman, who did 38.  Many others did 20 or more.   

This is what SCPD PAC was formed to do and these are some impressive numbers.  Great work by all.  And this time 
we get the result we hoped for.  Thanks to everyone who participated.    
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Here are the numbers: 

      2008  2006  Increase 

    Members with at least one activity   72    57        26% 

    Non-members who helped      7        5        40% 

    Total volunteer activities  946  592        59% 

    Average activities per person            11.97              9.11        31%      



By Frank Kunstel 

At last we felt great on “The Day After.”  Local election 
results in Summit County paralleled and exceeded De-
mocrat successes around the country.   Here is a quick 
local Q&A. 

Wasn’t it great so see such a large turn-out?  Actually, 
not so much.  The total number of votes cast in the 
Obama-McCain race in Summit County was less than 
the total cast in the Kerry-Bush race in 2004.  Same was 
true for the entire state of Ohio.  
But, think of it this way--With fewer 
votes cast, Obama got 4000 more 
votes in the county than Kerry did.  
That didn’t happen by accident.  
Lots of people worked hard to get 
out voters and to persuade inde-
pendents to vote for Obama.  Peo-
ple like SCPDers.     

How did SCPD PAC do in its Prior-
ity races?  We won 3 of our 4 pri-
orities.  These were races we said 
we wanted to give a lot of attention 
and effort to:   

· Russ Pry retained his 
County Executive office 

· Mike Moran won the 42nd 
Ohio House race  

· Eve Belfance won the Ohio 9th District Court 
of Appeals position.  

Unfortunately Bill O’Neill lost his race for the 14th Con-
gressional District.   

Why was the Moran race so important?  The Moran win 
was especially important as it was previously a Republi-
can seat and our target was to help get a Democratic 
majority in the Ohio House for the upcoming fight to re-
form education funding.    
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 by Drew Westen                                                                               

Did we get the majority in the Ohio House?  With Mike 
Moran’s win, Democrats now hold all 5 House seats from 
Summit County.  Brian Williams, Steve Dyer, Vernon 
Sykes and John Otterman all retained their posts.  State-
wide the Democrats did take a majority, reversing a situa-
tion in which as recently as 2004 they held only 39 dis-
tricts.  Now Democrats will hold at least 52 of the 99 
House seats, with one race still to be decided.  Tom Saw-
yer also retained his seat in the Ohio Senate. 

How did Democrats do in the county 
races?  Pry lead the way to over-
whelming success at the county 
level.  Democrats also retained the 
County Prosecutor office (Sherrie 
Bevan Walsh), the County Fiscal 
Officer seat (John Donofrio) and the 
County Clerk of Courts position 
(Dan Horrigan).  In addition, a De-
mocrat won the County Engineer 
office for the first time in 26 years 
when Alan Brubaker defeated the 
incumbent Republican.   

What happened in the judge races?  
This is the one area where Democ-
rats did poorly and hopefully we 
learned some lessons about these 
campaigns.  Of the 10 local judicial 
races, we won only 4.  In addition to 

Eve Belfance, Mary Margaret Rowlands won her Common 
Pleas race and both Linda Tucci Teodosio and John 
Quinn retained their judicial posts.  There was a huge 
drop-off of as much as 40% of Democratic voters from the 
top of the ticket down to the judge races.   

How does the Ohio Congressional Delegation look now?  
A few years ago Republicans held a 12-6 advantage in 
this delegation.  Now it will be either 9-9 or a 10-8 Democ-
ratic edge, depending on the outcome of a race for one of 
the districts in the Columbus area.      

SCPD PAC Executive Committee 

President :  Ingrid Kunstel   Recording Secretary :  Janet Dando 
Vice President :   Sandra Kurt   Treasurer :   Tamela Lee 
Executive Secretary :  Guy Marentette   Assistant Treasurer :  Jim Laurenson                
At Large :   John Cross 
   Mary Lohman 
   Todd Schneider 

The SCPD PAC Progressive Patriot is edited by the SCPD PAC Communications Committee.  To submit an 
article or a comment contact Tom Liston at maxeepr@mac.com or Ingrid Kunstel at ikunstel@neo.rr.com 
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