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new to political activism. She traces her
interest in politics and sense of responsi-
bility for her government back to her fa-
ther, John Zeno, who taught her to be
well informed and take an active role in
her community.

Born and raised in Akron, Lisa moved to
Tallmadge in 1999, where she took a
keen interest in the revitalization of Tall-
madge Circle to entice new small busi

return America to the people.

ipg. 4-SCPD Mobilized

i pg. 5-Where have you

Inspired by Howard Dean'’s vision, she
'gone, Edward R Murrow?

decided to run for Tallmadge City
Council Member at Large. With the :pg. 6-Committee Reports
help and support of her husband, Pat- |

rick, she vowed to knock on every door '--------—---—--—-—-—-—-—---
in the entire city of Tallmadge, and she

succeeded. She thinks the novelty of

her bicycling campaign was a hit.



Ingrid Kunstel

As we enter the holiday season and
the year comes to a close, it seems
appropriate to take a look back at
what we have accomplished in
SCPD.

Many of the individuals who are ac-
tive in SCPD today worked for can-
didates during the 2004 presidential
primaries and met at the Summit
Dems Meetup. When Kerry became
the party’s nominee they coalesced
around his campaign.

When the election was over, John
Cross and Pat Carano thought it
would be important to hold a final
meeting of the old Summit Dems
Meetup. This meeting was attended
by over 100 people and it quickly
became apparent that the group did
not want to disband.

In January, 2005, we adopted a
new name, The Summit County Pro-
gressive Democrats. We approved a
mission statement and a Statement
of Principles and 5 permanent com-
mittees were formed.

February saw the approval for the
incorporation of SCPD as a 501(c)
(4) organization, and we began the
task of writing bylaws.

In March the bylaws were reviewed
and approved, position descriptions
for officers were reviewed, and
nominations for candidates to these
new offices were entertained.

In April the election of new officers
was held and a “retirement party” for
the director of the original organiza-

tion, was held. It was the start of a
new era for SCPD.

In May we collected our first dues
and made our first bank deposit. We
began forming alliances with sur-

SCPD also voted to become a
chapter of Progressive Democ-
rats of America and two of our
members were asked by PDA
to become state organizers.

rounding grass roots organizations.
Our committees elected their chairs
and co-chairs and began working.

In June, attendance at our monthly
General Meeting was around 50,
with new members joining. We
made a commitment to Reform Ohio
Now (RON) to collect signatures to
put 3 constitutional amendments on
the November ballot, which would
reform the election process. We be-
gan training and organizing our
members for that purpose.

SCPD also voted to become a chap-
ter of Progressive Demaocrats of
America and two of our members
were asked by PDA to become state
organizers. Several of our members
began an intensive precinct organiz-
ing project. We also developed a
Rapid Response E-mail Alert so that
members and other interested citi-
zens would have up-to-date infor-
mation on what action they could
take on key issues. Our SCPD t-
shirts debuted in June.

July brought the Porthouse Theater
Fundraiser, which was attended by
94 members and friends. A group of
SCPD members walked with Sher-
rod Brown in the Fairlawn July 4
parade. Members continued collect-
ing RON petition signatures and
forming alliances. SCPD members
were (and still are) getting published
regularly in the Letters To The Edi-

tor section of the Beacon Journal,
the Plain Dealer and many local
newspapers. Our first SCPD news-
letter was distributed.

In August we co-sponsored a cele-
bration of the 70™ Birthday of Social
Security at the Akron Federal Build-
ing. Dennis Kucinich spoke and the
event was attended by about 100
people. We held an alliance-building
picnic at the Goodyear Heights
Metro Park, which was attended by
close to 200 people from many pro-
gressive groups from many different
counties. One of our members or-
ganized a peace vigil at the Federal
Building to honor the brave soldiers
who have died in Iraqg. The event

We made our final push to get
the required number of signa-
tures for Reform Ohio Now.
When the petition drive was
over, SCPD had obtained the
most signatures of any unpaid
group in the state.

was attended by about 200 people
from 5 counties.

We also made our final push to get
the required number of signatures
for Reform Ohio Now. When the
petition drive was over, SCPD had
obtained the most signatures of any
unpaid group in the state.

One of our members became a can-
didate for a city council-at-large seat
in Tallmadge. Another member de-
cided to run for Clerk of Courts in
Akron.

September saw our membership
make a commitment to helping pass

the (now four) constitutional amend-
ments sponsored by RON, which
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would appear on the ballot.

In late September a large group
of our members went to Washing-
ton, D.C. for a massive rally
against the war. State PDA signs
were everywhere with Ohio’s
prominently displayed. Two of
our members stayed on and rep-
resented SCPD at a daylong con-
ference sponsored by PDA. They
then spent the next day lobbying
senators and representatives to
end the war.

Meanwhile, back in Akron, a si-
multaneous Peace March was
organized by our members. It
featured peace activist speakers,
music and fellowship.

A Speakers’ Training program
was developed and 12 members
went through the program. They
then began giving speeches
about the RON amendments to
local groups and organizations.
We continued to canvass, drop
literature and make phone calls.

In an informal meeting, our mem-
bers decided to form a PAC
which would be called Summit
County Progressive Demaocrats
Political Action Committee. The
name of our newsletter officially
became The SCPD Progressive
Patriot with the member who sub-
mitted the winning name receiv-
ing an SCPD t-shirt.

October saw us continuing our
work on the RON amendments.
We distributed thousands of
pieces of literature, knocked on
thousands of doors, put thou-
sands of pieces of literature on
cars at football games, made
over 30 speeches, put up count-

less yard signs and made thou-
sands of phone calls.

We held a fundraiser for the vic-
tims of Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita at Northside. The Wanda
Hunt, Colin John, and Mike Lenz
bands played. We raised $2000,
which was given to the NAACP
and S.0.S. to be distributed to
the victims. Summit County PAC
was formed and we decided to
endorse 2 members (one for
Clerk of Courts and one for City
Council) and 4 judges. Our paid
membership ranks swelled to
over 100. We continued to aver-
age over 50 people at our
monthly meetings.

In November we partnered with
the AFL-CIO on Election Day. We
had people at targeted polling
places handing out RON litera-
ture to voters on the way in, and
getting signatures on a minimum
wage petition for the AFL-CIO on
the way out. In addition, we had
people calling to get out the vote,
and people running additional
flyers and petitions as well as

While the 4 amendments
were defeated, Summit
County was in the top three
counties in terms of votes for
the amendments. SCPD’s
efforts did make a difference!

food for the polling place volun-
teers. We held an election night
party and watched the returns
together.

While the 4 amendments were
defeated, Summit County was in
the top three counties in terms of
votes for the amendments.
SCPD'’s efforts did make a differ-
ence! On a very bright side of
things, our member was elected
to Tallmadge city council with a

resounding victory and 3 of the 4
judges we endorsed were
elected.

In December we held a screen-
ing for our members of the film,
Wal-Mart, the High Cost of Low
Price. We critiqued our efforts on
RON.

As | finish this list, | am im-
pressed and awed at what we
have done in such a short time
and | am writing this early in De-
cemberl! You are a truly incredi-
ble group of people. Your energy,
courage, commitment and vision
are awe-inspiring. Take a mo-
ment to savor all you have ac-
complished, and to feel the power
of this group. Take a moment to
pat yourself and others on the
back and say, “Well done.” We
enter the holidays with much to
be thankful for, as well as much
to work for. | am thankful for all of
you true patriots who are part of
SCPD.

May you all have a joyous and

wonderful holiday season filled

with peace and love and fellow-
ship.

In peace and solidarity,

Ingrid

While this is not intended to be a
complete history of the evolution
of our organization, it is an at-
tempt to briefly trace the origins
and then to focus on what our
group has done. My thanks to
John Cross for his input.
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Although initially intimidated by the thought of go-
ing door to door at dinner time to campaign for
office, Lisa was impressed with the warm wel-
come by her fellow citizens and the enthusiasm
extended to a candidate willing to meet them face
to face to ask for their vote. She also said, "I
would encourage anyone thinking of running for
office to do it. I'm not even good at giving
speeches.”

Lisa does advise potential candidates, however,
to be meticulous about organization and schedul-
ing, and to know the community well. Lisa’s cam-

paign succeeded resoundingly: she received more
votes than any of the other five candidates for
three seats, including three incumbents. After Lisa
replaced a long time Republican councilman, the
Tallmadge City Council make-up is five Democrats
and two Republicans, with whom she looks for-
ward to enjoying a good working relationship.

The SCPD had also endorsed four Democrats run-
ning for Akron Municipal Courts, three of whom
won their races: Judge Analissa Williams, Eve Bel-
fance, and Kathryn Michaels. The MRDD levy also
succeeded, and at their celebration potluck dinner,
Kevin McGee expressed appreciation to the SCPD
for being one of the earliest organizations to en-
dorse their levy effort.
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REQUIREMENTS: SCPD Member.
No experience necessary. A love
of archiving, scrapbooking, or just
being a general packrat is recom-
mended.

DUTIES: Responsible for saving

every tangible artifact related to
SCPD. Every flyer, copy of com-
mittee and meeting minutes,
every photograph, every letter to
the editor, every “non-electronic”
fragment of SCPD falls under the
responsibility of the historian.
The objective is to keep a “hard
copy” record of the entire group’s
activities, as a lasting legacy of
our group, our cause, and our
contributions to the people of

Summit County and Ohio.

BENEFITS: A fancy new title and
job description within SCPD. The
gratitude and adulation of every
member of SCPD. An increased
feeling of self-worth, esteem, and
energy. A free membership into
the Communications Committee.
A pat on the back, a thumbs up,
and a relieved sigh from the Chair
of the Communications Commit-
tee.
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Mary Nichols-Rhodes

The Summit County Progressive
Democrats carried out an incredibly
organized and energized effort to
get the Reform Ohio Now Issues 2,
3, 4, and 5 passed. The issues did
not pass, but SCPD members suc-
cessfully educated voters and pro-
duced impressive results in Summit
County.

We began by working to get regis-
tered voters to sign petitions to
qualify the Issues to be on the
November 8th ballot. With more
than 3,000 signatures by the
deadline, Summit County Pro-
gressive Democrats had collected
more signatures than any other
single volunteer group in Ohio.

Once the signatures were certified
by the Secretary of State in early
September, the mobilization be-
gan. SCPD® Leadership Develop-
ment Committee conducted an 8
hour Speaker® Training Course,

with a dozen members completing
the program.

The Issues Committee and others
coordinated a line-up of commu-
nity groups who were interested in
learning about these election re-
form amendments. The list grew
quickly, as attendees at the talks
booked the speakers for other
group presentations.

12 speakers gave talks to 36
groups. All told, SCPD speakers
made presentations to almost
1,000 people.



Continued on page 5—-

The Communications Committee
created press releases and flyers,
and held an “editorial-page” letter
writing workshop. Many SCPD
members wrote letters to the edi-
tor in favor of the amendments,
and 12 were published in local
newspapers, mostly in the Akron
Beacon Journal.

SCPD® Outreach Committee or-

in Summit County, going door to
door and passing out literature in
neighborhoods, at churches, and
football games.

A dozen SCPD members can-
vassed their own precincts, talk-
ing to their neighbors, and pass-
ing out information.

There were members who got
together for Phone Banking, and
members who individually made
calls from home. SCPD members

and letters to people they know in
Ohio. Yard signs were delivered
all over Summit County by SCPD,
and on Election Day, SCPD mem-
bers were stationed at various
polling places where they passed
out literature.

The SCPD team performed with
professionalism, dedication, and
skill, demonstrating a spirit of co-
operation and a passion for de-
mocracy. Together we made a
difference.

ganized weekly canvassing efforts

wrote "Dear Friend" postcards
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Steve & Jody Smith

Our own era’s Rovian types must have read
and reread McCarthy’s speeches. Substitute
the word “Terrorism” for “Communism” and
you get the idea of what we are receiving
from this PR firm of an administration.

Need a pick-me-up after the newest Ohio election
debacle? Take a few hours off under the director-
ship of George Clooney in ‘Good Night and Good
Luck,” a tribute to Edward R. Murrow and his televi-
sion days in the CBS primetime show ‘See It Now.’

Before seeing the movie, our knowledge of Murrow
was limited to NPR’s replays of his roof-top report-
ing during the London Blitz. What we discovered
was that Murrow was one of the few journalists
who refused to cower before the power of govern-
ment during the waning days of the McCarthy era.

Television broadcasters in the 1950’s did not have
equal First Amendment protections to those en-
joyed by the print media. Under the 1934 Commu-
nications Act, television news could suffer interfer-
ence ranging from FCC censure to loss of license.
Probably because McCarthy was already politically
wounded, CBS did not interfere with Murrow’s re-
porting.

McCarthy’s declared war on the Democratic oppo-
sition party had been tolerated by the Republicans
as long as it suited their own ends. But on Febru-
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ary 4, 1954 McCarthy spoke in Charleston, West
Virginia, and although not televised, his speech was
taped and replayed by Murrow on ‘See It Now.’

Here is the quote that made evident to the public
that McCarthy had crossed the line from Senatorial
investigation to persecution. “The issue between
the Republicans and Democrats is clearly drawn. It
has been deliberately drawn by those who have
been in charge of twenty years of treason. The
hard fact is — the hard fact is that those who wear
the label, those who wear the label Democrat wear
it with the stain of a historic betrayal.”

Although print media had been excoriating
McCarthy for several years and his political sun was
in its decline, CBS and Murrow allowed McCarthy
enough airtime to hang himself in the eyes of the
viewing public, exposing him through his own lan-
guage as a demagogue who used smear tactics
against dissenters by painting them with the red
badge of Communism while exploiting the ‘red fear’
for his own political gain.

Our own era’s Rovian types must have read and
reread McCarthy’s speeches while constructing
their own 15 and 30 second sound bites to be deliv-
ered from the lips of those simple types who prefer
a simple message to be delivered in simple fashion
to the simple-minded.

Substitute the word Terrorism for Communism and
you get the idea of what we are receiving from this
PR firm of an administration and from the cup-
bearers who pretend to the Fourth Estate in this,
our democracy.
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Albert Melfo

The Finance Committee was very

involved in setting up the SCPD
Political Action Committee (PAC).
We also worked on finalizing
SCPD’s “501c” tax status.

With the completion of these pro-

jects, the committee has not been

meeting every month. When we

do have a meeting, we hold it on
the Tuesday after the general
membership meeting, at Angel
Falls Coffee House in Highland
Square.

For more information on the Fi-
nance Committee, contact Albert
Melfo at admelfo@gmail.com

& H#

Bobbie Carper

Since May of this year, the Out-
reach Committee has had its
hands full! Starting in June, our
membership, along with many
other members of SCPD, began
a quest to put the Reform Ohio
Now amendments on the Novem-
ber ballot and get them passed.
Countless hours were spent col-
lecting signatures on petitions,
making phone calls, doing “lit
drops”, and canvassing door to
door. Members took part in the
Speakers’ Training program and
went out into the community to
speak to local groups and organi-
zations in an attempt to explain
the amendment language. While
it is disappointing the amend-
ments did not pass, SCPD made
a huge difference in the amount
of Summit County voters who
voted “YES” on these amend-
ments, so we can be very proud
of that!

Outreach members also intro-
duced SCPD to the national Pro-
gressive Democrats of America
(PDA), and the general member-
ship voted to become a chapter.
Two of our members are working

as state organizers for PDA and
help coordinate efforts between
the two organizations on issues
of common interest.

Three of our Outreach members
spent a significant amount of time
“outreaching” to like-minded
groups in neighboring counties,
which helps strengthen the bonds
of grass roots organizations in the
area. Because of these efforts,
the Outreach committee spon-
sored the first annual Alliance
Building Picnic at Goodyear
Heights Metro Park, which was
attended by almost 200 people
from progressive groups from
many different counties.

In October the Outreach commit-
tee initiated a benefit fundraiser
for victims of Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita at the Northside, with
three wonderful local bands do-
nating their time to play for this
worthy cause. The benefit raised
$2,000 to be distributed in the
Gulf Coast area, and a great time
was had by all who attended.

One of our Outreach members
ran a successful campaign to be-

come a member of the Tallmadge
City Council! Congratulations Lisa
Zeno-Carano!

We look forward to continuing our
efforts in 2006 on any number of
projects. Certainly the governor’s
race will take center stage, but
there are other issues that Out-
reach will be involved with as the
Executive Committee identifies
them. The development of con-
tact databases had been post-
poned until after the November
election, which can now be ac-
complished. And, of course, as
our name implies, we want to
continue to reach out to the com-
munity to inspire other progres-
sives to join SCPD.

Our meetings are held on the
fourth Wednesday of the month
at 6:30 pm at the North Hill
Branch Library on Cuyahoga
Falls Avenue in Akron.

For more information on the Out-
reach Committee, contact acting
chairperson Bobbie Carper at
roy bobbie@yahoo.com
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Eileen Goldman

We began the year deciding on
the most important issues we
would focus on. These were So-
cial Security, Voting reform, and
Education in Ohio. We wrote po-
sition papers on these topics,
which are on the Yahoo site.
Some are also posted on the
Web. Other position papers were
written on Reproductive Health
Issues, and Religion and Politics.

The issues we addressed were:

Separation of church and state
Foreign policy (war in Iraq, nu-
clear proliferation, draft, defense
policy)

Education (school funding, public
vs charter schools)

Personal rights (abortion, gay
rights, woman® rights, privacy,
separation of church and state)
Health care and insurance

Civil rights (immigration, minority
rights)

Voter reform (voter bill of rights)
Economics (tax reform, trade pol-
icy, employment, social security,
immigration)

Media

Members of our committee or-
ganized the August picnic. Todd
Schneider was in charge of this
event. We had attendees from
numerous democratic and pro-
gressive groups in Northeast

Ohio. It was a great social event
and helped with networking.
JoAnne Solnick and other mem-
bers of our committee including
Tom Liston and Barb Medlock

We are starting to organize a
Grand Summit or Forum to
present to local groups in
early 2006. Some possible
subjects will be grass roots
organizing, fund raising,

helped organize a peace rally
Sept 24 in Akron. This was well
attended, and had good publicity.
The help of Guy Marentette, Mi-
chael Carano, and other group
members in organizing and run-
ning this rally was invaluable.

We worked hard on the RON pe-
tition drive, and got the 4 amend-
ments on the November ballot.
Mike Carano and Kathy Berta
were instrumental in this effort.
From September through Novem-
ber we then worked on trying to
get RON passed. We had a
speakers@ureau, with about 12
members who took an eight hour
training session on giving a per-
suasive speech. This group then
presented the information about
RON to 34 community groups.
We also worked canvassing,

making phone calls, passing out
yard signs, etc. Unfortunately,
RON didn®win, but Summit
County was 2nd to 4th in the
state in voting for these amend-
ments.

Looking forward to next year, Guy
Marentette is putting finishing
touches on his analysis of pre-
cinct size and voter turnout. He
hopes to present his findings to
the Summit County Board of
Elections.

We are gathering names of po-
tential speakers on various topics
to present to our members.

We are starting to organize a
Grand Summit or Forum to pre-
sent to local groups in early 2006.
Some possible subjects will be
grass roots organizing, fund rais-
ing, outreach, and marketing.

We hope to include an educa-
tional segment in our SCPD
meetings next year. We also will
try to have potential candidates
speak at our meetings.

The Issues and Education Com-
mittee meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month at Café Momas
at 7:00 p.m. For more informa-
tion, contact Eileen Goldman at
Eyeleen45@aol.com.
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P J Peterson

The Communications Committee
(CC) has gone through a period
of “adjustment and change” this
year. The CC was designed to
serve as the conduit, connecting
all the various wires of SCPD to
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each other and to the outside
world. While this has not been
easy, through the hard work of
the dedicated members of the
CC, we have built a foundation on
which SCPD can depend to relay
information, ideas and the mes-
sage of SCPD to the media, the
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people of Summit County and
beyond.

The CC struggled in the early
months of this year with the resig-
nation for personal reasons of
two very capable Chairs. In July, |
Continued on page 8—




SCPD Executive Committee

President: Ingrid Kunstel

Vice President: Tom Liston
Executive Secretary: Guy Marentette
Recording Secretary: Janet Dando

Finance: Tamela Lee
Scott Piepho

At Large: John Cross

At Large: Todd Schneider

At Large: Dennis Brinton

The Progressive Patriot is edited by the SCPD
Communications Committee. To submit an
article or a comment, email
SBAUMAN@NEO.RR.COM

was elected the Chair and Steve
Cochran, Co-Chair. A rebuilding
phase began with active recruit-
ment of members. The CC cre-
ated a contact list with access to
all the major newspaper and
weekly publications in Summit
County. Press releases involving
the RON speaking engagements,
the Akron Peace Rally, and the
Katrina/Rita Benefit were dis-
seminated by the CC.

Several members of the CC took
part in the Speakers’ Bureau
Training and went on to give
many presentations to the public

about the RON amendments. In
addition, a letter-to-the-editor writ-
ing campaign was started to pub-
licize the amendments. SCPD
members got an amazing number
of letters published in the Akron
Beacon Journal and the Plain
Dealer.

After two excellent newsletters
created by Michael and Pat Ca-
rano, Steve Bauman became the
editor of the Progressive Patriot
(the winning name submitted by
Mary Nichols-Rhodes). Steve has
done an outstanding job with the
newsletter thus far.

2006 will see the CC working on
publicizing the spring forum that
is being planned for SCPD and
other progressive organizations.
The CC will also be actively in-
volved with work related to the
Senate race and the Gubernato-
rial race.

My thanks go out to all the mem-
bers of the CC for their dedica-
tion, tireless work and sacrifice.

The Communications Committee
meets on the fourth Tuesday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. at varying
locations. For more information,
contact P J Peterson at
normantimberwolf@hotmail.com
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The Executive Committee wishes
you all a wonderful holiday sea-
son.

We have much to be thankful for
as we review the past year. We
also have much to look forward
to.

We will have the opportunity to
put a progressive Senator and

progressive Representatives from
Ohio in Congress, and we have
the opportunity to elect a set of
State Officers who will more
clearly reflect the will of the peo-
ple. We will have the opportunity
to put members of SCPD into
Committee Precinct positions to
begin building a progressive infra-
structure.

We also have the opportunity to
make our organization stronger

and more knowledgeable, to con-
tinue to build statewide alliances
with other grassroots organiza-
tions, and to continue to work to
influence national issues through
our involvement with PDA.

So REST, RECUPERATE, RE-
JOICE AND RENEW!

Happy Holidays and Happy New
Year!




