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Summit County Progressive Democrats Present 
 

A Forum for Ohio’s Grassroots Organizations,  
Progressives, and Democrat Activists 

 

SUNDAY MARCH 26 

1:00pm – 5:00pm  

Akron Summit Library  
60 S. Main Street in Akron Ohio 

 
“ Organize, Mobilize, and Deliver 

the Progressive Vote in 2006”  
 

� PROGRESSIVE SPEAKERS 
� BREAKOUT SESSIONS to strengthen Grassroots 
  Organizations, including  “ Grassroots 101 and 102” ,  
“ Turning Up the Volume on the Progressive Voice” , 
“ Minority Outreach” , and “ Issues 2006”  

 
And Special Guest, Gold Star Mom: 

CINDY SHEEHAN  
 

Plan to attend this exciting event!  See page two for more  
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Ingrid Kunstel  

 

On February 1, Summit County Pro-
gressive Democrats held a fund-
raiser at the Funny Stop Comedy 
Club in Cuyahoga Falls.  The event 
was planned to help fund the spring 
forum for area grassroots, activist 
and Democratic Party organiza-
tions.   
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About 60 people shared food, drinks 
and laughter as they listened to two 
very funny comedians.  It was enjoy-
able to be able to just relax and visit 
and still be furthering our goals.   

Chairwoman, Mary Nichols Rhodes, 
did a wonderful job of organizing 
this event.  She and her committee 
have worked diligently to produce a 
forum that will increase our skills 
and get us motivated for this impor-
tant election year.  Kudos to all of 
them! 

      ***HOW YOU CAN HELP*** 

 

If you would like to contribute 
funds to help pay for expenses 
relating to the Spring Forum, 
make out your check to SCPD.  
Mark “3/26 Summit” in the memo 
line, and mail it to Ingrid Kunstel 
at 1082 Foxglove Circle, Cuya-
hoga Falls, OH 44223. 

Thanks! 

SCPD Progressive Forum and SummitSCPD Progressive Forum and SummitSCPD Progressive Forum and Summit 
Sunday March 26 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the main branch of the Akron library  

in downtown Akron Ohio. 

 
On the program will be: 
 
Dr. John Green of the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics speaking on “Grassroots Poli-
tics: Something Old and Something New”  
 
A PANEL DISCUSSION: “ A Place at the Table: United for a BLUE Ohio” , featuring 
TIM CARPENTER –National Executive Director of Progressive Democrats of America 
CHRIS REDFERN – Chairman of the Ohio Democratic Party 
CHRIS GLAROS - President, Blue 88 
JANE BUDER SHAPIRO – Founder, Ohioans for Democratic Values 
STEVE CHAFFIN – Regional Coordinator , Ohio Democratic Party 
SCOTT NUNNERY – State Organizing Director, America Votes 
MARIAN HARRIS – Central Ohio Coordinator, Democracy for America 

 
AND SPECIAL GUEST CINDY SHEEHAN, GOLD STAR MOM 
 
To RSVP or for more information, contact Patrick Carano wswalcott@neo.rr.com (or by telephone at  
330-807-9096), or Mary Nichols-Rhodes at mac40oh@aol.com.  We encourage members of other progressive  
organizations to attend, and to send several members of their group so that each group may attend all Breakout 
Sessions.  Any other groups who would like to sponsor this event are encouraged to contact us.  

 
 

PLEASE JOIN US ON MARCH 26th to LEARN, to NETWORK, and UNITE.  
Let’s WORK TOGETHER to push the Progressive Message! 

 
The Akron-Summit Library is the site of this event but is not a sponsor. 
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Tom Liston 
�
Several members of the SCPD were in Columbus 
on Saturday, February 4, to hear presentations by 
a variety of national and state-wide Democratic 
candidates.  
 
The event, sponsored by Democracy for America 
and Blue 88, succeeded in bringing together can-
didates for the U. S. Senate, Ohio governor, and 
other Ohio executive, legislative and judicial of-
fices. Invitations to attend had been issued to pro-
gressive groups across the state. 
 

Among those groups represented at the forum, 
SCPD was one of the most visible. Twelve of our 
members made the trip and were able to set up 
an information table beneath our banner. 
 
The event ran from 10 in the morning to nearly 4 
PM. During that time each candidate was given 15 
minutes to address the audience and field ques-
tions, a schedule that remarkably enough man-
aged to stay on track. 
 
Both candidates for the U. S. Senate seat now 
held by Republican Mike DeWine were there: 
Sherrod Brown and Paul Hackett. Gubernatorial 
candidates Ted Strickland, Bryan Flannery and 
Eric Fingerhut were also in attendance.  
 
Subodh Chandra, candidate for Ohio Attorney 
General who spoke here in Akron at our SCPD 
meeting on February 14, gave a rousing presenta-
tion and impressed everyone there with his insight 

into the ‘pay-to-play’ culture in which our state 
government is now immersed. Akron’s own Bar-
bara Sykes, a candidate for State Auditor, also 
spoke. 
 
At one point during the day attending organiza-
tions were acknowledged from the podium, and 
their members were asked to stand and be rec-
ognized. When the SCPD delegation was called 
it was obvious that we were the largest group in 
attendance, and that progressive politics in Sum-
mit County is a leading force in Ohio. 
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When the SCPD delegation was called it was 
obvious that we were the largest group in atten-
dance, and that progressive politics in Summit 
County is a leading force in Ohio.�

Among the SCPD members in attendance at the Pro-
gressive Forum in Columbus were Jody Smith, Michael 
& Patrick Carano, and Ingrid Kunstel. 

� If you don©t like the way to the world is, you change it. You have an obligation to change it. You just do it 
one step at a time." -- Marian Wright Edelman  
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Steve & Jody Smith 

 
At the invitation of SCPD and PDA, our 13th Con-
gressional District Representative came and spent 
some time with his constituents during a meeting 
January 30th at the Akron Public Library.  
 
This year Congressman Sherrod Brown is giving 
up his seat in the US House to run for the US 
Senate seat now held by Republican Mike 
DeWine.   
 
Sherrod’s long history of advancing Progressive 
issues is well-known both locally and nationally. 
He has championed the causes of working men 
and women since his first election to public office 
in 1992.  
 
But his focus has not been just on fair wages and 
health benefits for the working people of Ohio. He 
was been the recipient of awards from the Na-
tional Association of Children’s Hospitals for his 
support of research on autism and birth defects. 
He was named Distinguished Public Health Legis-
lator of the Year in 2002 by the American Public 
Health Association. As a member of the House 
International Relations Committee, Mr. Brown led 
a five-year effort to initiate funding for tuberculosis 
treatment, and fought against the pharmaceutical 
lobbying effort to restrict access to anti-HIV drugs 
to the infected people on the African continent. 
 

At the Town Hall style meeting, Mr. Brown spoke 
of his support for health care benefits, union and 
environmental protections that have all led to a 
longer and healthier standard of living for the 
working people of Ohio. He cited statistics that the 
longer life expectancy of working people over the 
past century can be directly attributed to these 
improvements. 
 
Brown pointed out that under the present admini-
stration, these hard won gains championed by the 
Democratic Party are being lost. Laws pertaining 
to industrial safety and environmental health are 
being re-written by industry owners to limit both 

their liabilities 
and previously 
mandated worker 
protections. En-
ergy laws are 
being re-written 
by the oil compa-
nies, and envi-
ronmental laws 
are being drafted 
by polluters. New 
Medicare rules 
have been au-
thored by the 
pharmaceutical industry. These industries are not 
just funneling exorbitant amounts of cash into the 
coffers of Republican office-holders; they are man-
dating the pro-business legislation that comes out 
of those same offices.  
 
Brown also fought against CAFTA and is a propo-
nent of ‘Fair Trade,’ agreements that would in-
crease international labor standards and wages. 
As he puts it, foreign workers would not just be 
making products for Americans to buy, but would 
be able to buy those products themselves. If the 
global economy does not provide for fair trade, he 
sees a future of increased anti-American sentiment 
and an increase in the numbers of illegal immi-
grants as the poor of other countries try to achieve 
some improvement in their lives. 
 
After the Town Hall meeting, Sherrod met with a 
small contingent of PDA representatives to specifi-
cally discuss the War on Iraq. He listened to re-
quests for support of pending House Resolutions 
affecting funding and deployment in Iraq, and will 
consider co-sponsoring Rep. John Conyers’ Reso-
lutions for censure of George W. Bush and Dick 
Cheney. 
 
SCPD’s ‘Evening with Sherrod Brown’ was 
thought-provoking.  He’s the type of progressive 
candidate we hope will become more numerous in 
the months ahead. If the winds of change are 
blowing across the country, that change will likely 
come from the progressive wing of the Democratic 
Party.  And where better to start than from the 
heights of Summit County Ohio? 
 
Congressman Sherrod Brown’s web site is at  
http://www.house.gov/sherrodbrown/ 
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These industries are not just funneling exorbi-
tant amounts of cash into the coffers of Re-
publican office-holders; they are mandating 
the pro-business legislation that comes out of 
those same offices.  
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Steve & Jody Smith 

 
February 14, 2006, found the SCPD General Mem-
bership hosting a number of candidates running in 
the upcoming May Democratic primary elections. 
All of the hopefuls were thought-provoking. By the 
end of the evening, each of the candidates had 
given the membership a little bit of themselves to 
ponder before the May 2 primary. 
 
In the 44th State House District, where Professor 
Vernon Sykes is running to take the seat being left 
vacant by his wife Barbara, Patrick Bravo is also a 
candidate. After a military stint and seven years in 
law enforcement, Bravo graduated from KSU with 
majors in Psychology and Justice. During his col-
lege career, he served as Treasurer for the College 
Democrats of 2003-2004. Presently, he is in his 
second year at the University Of Akron Law School 
and in the first year of a Masters in Public Admini-
stration. 
 
Kevin Griffith is running for the Ohio Senate in the 
27th district, the seat currently held by Republican 
Kevin Coughlin. Griffith spoke of his work in Uz-
bekistan with USAID. He also spoke briefly but pro-
vocatively of ‘clean fossil fuel’ technology and re-
newable energy sources, a subject close to the 
hearts and lungs of Ohioans, (not to mention all 
those residents of states and provinces who 
breathe Ohio air.) His Democratic primary oppo-
nent is University of Akron professor Judy Hanna, 
an activist who has worked for Common Cause on 
election reform. Judy spoke of her work for grass-
roots organizations that include Friends of the 
Crooked River and the Sierra Club. She vowed to 
fight HB 3 (aka the Voter ID act). 
 
Assistant Summit County Prosecutor, Adam Van 
Ho of Hudson, is running in the Democratic primary 
against Paul L. Colavecchio. The winner will face 
Republican John Widowfield in the 42nd State 
House District, who is running for his fourth and 
last term. 
 
Judge John Quinn, candidate for the Ohio Court 
of Appeals, started early in politics working for the 
candidacy of Eugene McCarthy. With judicial ex-
perience in more than 3,000 cases, and having 
served as Magistrate in over 6,000 hearings, Judge 
Quinn states that he has more experience than 
anyone presently sitting in the Court of Appeals. 
 
Running for Sherrod Brown’s seat in Ohio’s 13th 

District is Betty Sutton, former state representative 
in the Ohio General Assembly. Ms Sutton previ-
ously served on the Barberton City Council and the 
Summit County Council. Since her time in the Gen-
eral Assembly, Sutton has been working as a pri-
vate attorney practicing labor law, especially for 
those involved in community needs such as nurses, 
teachers, firefighters and police. 
 
Going for the Attorney General spot is Subodh 
Chandra. He will face off against Marc Dann in the 
Democratic Primary. The primary winner will run 
against Republican State Senator Tim Grendell. As 
a former prosecutor, Chandra focuses intently on 
the corruption of present-day Ohio politics. He ar-
ticulates a clear case for the prosecution of every-
one involved in the pay-to-scandal that first came to 
light with the indictment of Tom Noe, starting with 
the bottom-feeders and going all the way to the top. 
He said that that “top” doesn’t peak in Columbus, 
since the Big Three of Noe’s 53 indictments include 
money-laundering of contributions to the Bush cam-
paign and falsifying reports to the FEC. Chandra is 
a graduate of Yale Law School and Stanford Uni-
versity. He has worked as Cleveland’s Director of 
Law, as a federal prosecutor and in private law 
practice. 
 
The event ran smoothly. The speakers were con-
cise and limited their speeches to the time allotted 
by SCPD President Ingrid Kunstel. A number of 
guests were in attendance, some in support of the 
speakers and some just to hear the candidates. At 
the end, many a conversation was carried on be-
tween members or with each of the speakers who 
stayed over to shake hands and have a word with 
established and potential supporters. SCPD plans 
to continue the guest speaker programs and it is to 
be hoped future evenings will be as informative and 
as well-attended. 
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The Progressive Patriot is edited by the SCPD 
Communications Committee.  To submit an 

article or a comment, email 
SBAUMAN@NEO.RR.COM 
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SUMMIT COUNTY PROGRESSIVE 
DEMOCRATS– SCPD 

1082 FOXGLOVE CIRCLE 

CUYAHOGA FALLS, OH 

44223  

SCPD Executive Committee 
 
President: Ingrid Kunstel 
Vice President: Tom Liston 
Executive Secretary: Guy Marentette 
Recording Secretary: Janet Dando 
Finance: Tamela Lee 
               Scott Piepho 
At Large: John Cross 
At Large: Todd Schneider 
At Large: Dennis Brinton 

Please Join Summit County Progressive 
Democrats for 

“ A Meet and Greet with       
Tim Carpenter”  

National Executive Director,  
Progressive Democrats of America 

When: Thursday March 23, 2006, at  
            7:00 pm 
Where: The Spaghetti Warehouse,  
             510 S. Main St., Akron 
             (A 100% BLUE Restaurant), in the  
             Goodyear Room 
For more information, contact Mary Nichols-Rhodes 
                mac40oh@aol.com 
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