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faces of siblings, grandpar-
ents, aunts, uncles, cousins 
and friends.  

If the Bush administration 
could hear the shout of anger 
and loss that is expressed in 
our eyes and in our hearts, 
they would tremble in fear of 
us. 

On September 24th, we will 
march together in our capitol 
to show this administration 
that we know they are liars 
and charlatans. We will 
march together in anger and 
some will march in anguish. 
Let them hear us and under-
stand us.  
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On Wednesday, August 
17th, 2005, a new threshold 
in grassroots activism was 
crossed when more than 
190,000 United States citi-
zens stood together in sup-
port of Cindy Sheehan and 
the Gold Star Mothers for 
Peace. Across 50 states, 
1,627 vigils formed in silent 
protest against the war on 
Iraq, and in support of the 
relatives left behind by the 
loss of more than 1,800 
young men and women. 

In our own city of Akron, 
Ohio, 200 people from 5 or 
more different counties in 
northeast Ohio came to-
gether in front of the Federal 
Building to share our 
thoughts and emotions, to 

share some tears and some 
anger, and to stand in testi-
mony to the lives affected by 
this military misadventure. 

Vigil Crowd in Akron, Ohio. 

It was striking to consider the 
ripple effect of death and loss 
on the communities across 
our land. The pain of parents 
or spouses of those lost 
could only be imagined, and 
it was heart-wrenching to 
magnify that pain across the 
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